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- nd equitable and I feel that if they want a pa y rai se, wel l,
they should be up fro n t ab out i t. So I think that this
amendment is the right way to go and I would urge you to o p pose
the Chambers motion.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Sen a tor Chambers, then Senator Ashford.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
what Senator Ma> i. and Hefnsr eem to be forgetting is that the
b i l l , wh i c h i s n ow l aw t h at en ab l e s t h e Cong r es s i on a l s a l ar i e s
to be ra i sed in the fash ion th at th ey are , was passed by
Congress. Congress did do this up front, Senator Hefner. They
passed a law and , p ur s uant t o that Iaw Pre sident Reaasn, a
Republican, allowed the raises to go through. H e did nothing to
s top it, did not say that this is dishonest, did not s ay , thi s
is treacherous, did not say, the Constitution n eeds to be
amended. If th Leg islature of Nebraska goes on record in favor
o f a const tutxonal amendment, it should not be done si mply to
benefit some mov e being ma d e by the repr esentatives f rom
Nebraska. We should not amend the Constitution of the Unite d
States because five represen...well, she had letters from two or
three, some re presentatives from Nebraska say the Constitution
should be amended. Now , what th ese Neb raska r epresentatives
want, really, is th e b est of both worlds. T hey want to go on
record opposing the raise, let others take the heat to g et the
raise and th ey get c redit for opposing the raise and then get
the raise too. Tha t is what I consider to be hypo critical.
T hat i s wh at (recorder malfunction) r etires and gets Social
Security should get about $212 and they shouldn't be offended of
what I am saying. But on the other hand, there are p e ople who
recognize the awe some duties and responsibilities reposed on
those who make the laws for this country. And even if you have
some people wh o don 't liv e up to those responsibilities and
d on't discharge them properly, that is not a rea son to deme a n
and degrade t he o ffice it s e lf. To try t o " get e v e n " wi t h
Congresspersons and Senators who are in offi ce in 1987, by
messing u p the Constitution, is foolish. I t is not wise and I
don't believe t hat t he majo rity of the memb ers of this
Legislature, if g iv e n th e opportunity, would vote in favor of
shackling us with a provision of the Constitution that says, we
cannot get a rais e unl ess t h e public votes for it. We are
suffering under that disability right now and a l though w e are
not trying t o impose one that rigid on the members of Congress
and the Senate, a sxmxlar one, because of our own d iff iculties
here, is being sought. Fortunately, even if the Legislature of
Nebraska has such a low regard for the Con stitution th a t it
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